Teacher Guide 


Lesson 8, Unit 2


Socratic Seminar

Ongoing Unit Overview

During this unit, the student will continue to locate herself as part of an Advocacy community while the content of the texts will move toward a thematic study of individual identity.  A focus on literacy, deep reading, and annotation will continue, as students employ the norms developed and honed in Unit 1.
Lesson Overview

In the final lesson of Unit 2, students consider a passage from French writer Albert Camus’ 1952 essay, “Return to Tipasa.”  Camus first visited the Roman ruins of Tipasa, Algeria, in 1937, and his essay is a reflection on returning to see them fifteen years later—fifteen years that witnessed World War II, the Holocaust, the advent of the atomic bomb, and the beginning of the Cold War.  This context provides the depth behind the harshness Camus talks about, and it likewise emphasizes the real power of the inner joy and happiness he finds in himself at Tipasa.  Though context helps, students can of course draw personal connections to any hardships they have experienced or are experiencing in their lives.  The connections question points to a central line of conversation for the piece at large, and the ensuing steps proceed as outlined in the text.
Potentially Difficult Vocabulary
For this piece, it may prove beneficial to post the following words and definitions on a whiteboard: 
· torrent: a sudden or violent outpouring, as of feelings.  
· misfortune: an unfortunate incident or incidents.
· rapture: a feeling of supreme happiness or joy.
· wellspring: an original and bountiful source of something.
· invincible: unbeatable; too powerful to be defeated.
Helpful Strategies and Discussion Questions
· Post questions on a whiteboard or using Microsoft Word.
· Possible discussion questions: 

· Have you had moments like Camus at Tipasa?
· Where is your Tipasa—where is the place that gives you hope and optimism, that you keep with you?
· Can you choose to love?
· Do you agree that not being loved is bad luck?
· What does Camus mean about finding an “invincible summer” with himself?

· How well did we follow our group norms?

· Do we need to update our group norms?
Socratic Seminar

	Name: ________________________________

Date: _________________________________

Advocate: _____________________________


	Author: _________Albert Camus__ ________
Title: _________“Return to Tipasa”_________



Step 1 – Connections – 5 min.  In a discussion circle, everyone shares a short answer to the question below.

In this passage, Albert Camus describes finding inner hope when he returned to a place he had been when he was younger.  How can someone remain hopeful during dark times?  
Step 2 – Read/Annotate – 8 min. – One person reads the piece aloud.  Then, everyone silently annotates, marking at least three things and writing a comment for each.  

When I got to the ancient Roman ruins of Tipasa, in the light and silence of the morning, years of anger and night melted slowly away.  I listened to an almost forgotten sound within myself, as if my heart, long stopped, were calmly beginning to beat again.  Awake now, I recognized one by one the sounds that made up the silence: the birds, the sea’s brief sighs at the rocks, the vibration of the trees.  I also listened to the happy torrents rising within me.  It seemed to me that I had at last come to harbor, for a moment at least, and that the moment would be endless.  But soon after, the sun rose visibly a degree in the sky.  At once, from all directions, birds’ songs burst out with energy, jubilation, joyful discordance, and infinite rapture.  The day started up again.  

At noon I watched the sea barely swelling with lazy movement, and I satisfied the two thirsts one cannot long neglect without drying up—I mean loving and admiring.  For there is merely bad luck in not being loved; there is misfortune in not loving.  All of us, today, are dying of this misfortune.  For violence and hatred dry up the heart itself.  I discovered once more at Tipasa that a person must keep within himself a freshness, a cool wellspring of joy.  Love the day that escapes injustice, and return to battle having won that light.  I recaptured the former beauty, a young sky, and I realized at last that even during the worst years the memory of that sky had never left me.  This was what had kept me from giving up hope.  I had always known that the ruins of Tipasa were younger than our new buildings or our bomb damage.  There, the world began again every day in an ever-new light.  O light!  This is the cry of all the characters of ancient drama brought face to face with their fate.  This last resort was ours, too, and I knew it now.  In the middle of winter I at last discovered that there was in me an invincible summer.
Step 3 – Individual Question – 2 min.  Create an individual question that you can share with the class and write it below.  

(Example: Do you agree that there “is merely bad luck in not being loved”?)

Step 4 – Sharing Individual Questions – 5 min.  Each seminar member shares her/his question.  Note five interesting questions by writing down the speaker’s name.
Step 5 – Large Group Conversation – 15 min.  
Highlight interesting questions from Step 4 and discuss in a large group.  Revisit the group norms before discussing.  
Step 6 – Reflection – Writing – 10 min, in journal.

Camus found inner hope—“an invincible summer”—at Tipasa.  Are there places you can go to recapture an inner feeling of optimism?  How do you remain hopeful during dark times—or what advice would you give to someone else going through dark times?  Finally, do you agree that we have to love in order not to become coldhearted?  
Reflect on our group norms.  How well did we follow them?  What behaviors should we continue next class, and what do we need to get better at?
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Context for Today’s Piece:
Albert Camus (1913-1960) was a French-Algerian writer, journalist, philosopher, and revolutionary.  Born in El Taref, Algeria, Camus grew up in poverty, living with his mother in Algiers after his father died in World War I.  Camus became sympathetic to the colonized peoples of Algeria and, ultimately, the oppressed in general.  He joined populist political campaigns in the 1930’s and joined the French Resistance against the Nazis in the 1940’s.  He also began writing during this time, publishing perhaps his most famous book, The Stranger (1942).  His writings focus on ‘absurdism’ and the search for meaning in a chaotic modern world.  This passage was written in 1952, 15 years after his first trip to Tipasa—and after World War II, the Holocaust, and Hiroshima.
